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Graff. Dale. (2007). Explorations in Precognitive Dreaming. Journal of ,
Precogitive Dreaming Scientific Exploration, 21, 4, pp. 707-722. Parapsychology has been established as Is parapsychology a legitimate science?

a world-wide field of study.

What is Parapsychology?

“Parapsychology is the scientific study of experiences which, if they are as they seem to be, are in principle outside the

realm of human capabilities as presently conceived by conventional scientists.” (Irwin, 1999) Parapsychology is the This study examined peoples’ dreams that were experienced as
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numerology and Tarot readings, despite the common image of these matters as paranormal in the minds of the public
and indeed many skeptics.” (Irwin, 1999) Parapsychologist reject these in part from political motives; to give serious
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consideration to the above phenomena would severely prejudice parapsychology’s already tenuous status as a science [Source: Tart (2009)]
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to the possibility of fraud, delusion, and unreliable observation in such cases.” (Irwin, 1999). Despite this lengthy effort,
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* Overall, we were surprised to see an absence in phenomena that would be characteristic of religious
experiences such as visions, hearing the voice of God, healings, demonic or spirit possessions, and
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The “Big Five”: 1. Telepathy, 2. Precognition, 3. Clairvoyance (remote viewing), Virtual Predator “control” condition: although many did, these ultimately constituted a minority of studies dealing with
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* One study on psychokinetic chicks showed that a robot spent 71% of the time closer to the chicks, as compared to Eondition
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a control where the robot roamed randomly and spent 50% of its time in each half (across n=80 trials).

Figure 1. Testing situation. (A) REG. (B) TFT screen.

* Several studies have corroborated that children gave accurate information regarding past-life memories that
appeared to have no possible empirical source within the children’s own lives.

* Another study found that some people are able to predict who is sending them an email before they read the email. “It is one of the ironies of contemporary scientific research that while many orthodox scientists decry Numerous studies investigated
* Using brain scans and measuring pupillary response tests, researchers found that the body does not respond to investigations of anomalous phenomena, the standards of such research are frequently higher than those in carefully the photographic and
regular stimulation when participants are experiencing an apparition. conventional science.” (Matthews, 1999, P- 1) witness credibility of UFO
* Some areas of research, such as the effect of positive intention on other living things (like plants, illnesses, bacteria) Sightings. Results? Remain
have consistently found significant results for a sustained period: “Although considered rather outré by mainstream Inconclusive. Fig 2. The seth made by th witess o what h s th me e ook the photograph and -
research psychologists, the intentionality hypothesis [that the physical environment can be directly impacted by METHODOLOGICAL CONSIDERATIONS |
mental intent toward specific situational variables] has been a focus of sustained study for more than 50 years.” (Lai, * While many paranormal articles demonstrated strong methodology, and many were quite modest in their CONCLUSION
Yuen, & Burchett, 2018, p. 694) ambitions, a few were particularly vulnerable to bias. For example, in Ertel (2013), an experiment was

* Much of the common perception, by laypersons and scientists alike, of parapsychology as quackery and

SIGNIFICANT FALSIFICATIONS: conducted by a direct relative of the participants; Sheldrake & Morgana (2003) claimed significance for a

* Insome studies, children who claimed to have previous life memories were found to excel in cognitive

pseudoscience is a false stereotype driven by ideology and not empirically founded

telepathic parrot, despite peer criticism rejecting the statistical validity on which they based their claim.
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thoughts, creating false memories, to be a more plausible explanation. is offbase in its assumptions vs. marginalized by professional scientific organizations is unclear

Sijde, 1995, p.210). In Thomas Kuhn’s terms, these findings appear as unexplained “anomalies” from the

* Parapsychologists have demonstrated that between 80-85% of reported paranormal phenomena can be explained in * Studying parapsychology affords a number of insights: as an ideal contemporary working example of

viewpoint of “normal science”; the paranormal healing evidence does not fit well within the “matrix of

much more “normal” psychological or physical terms. (Of course, that still leaves 15% Thomas Kuhn’s notion of “anomalies” outside “normal science”; as a reflection on the limitations of
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when chicks were imprinted from birth with a robot, the robot spent “two and a half leietinglosiare et ANl holding theory as “absolute and immutable” (p.252), science becomes merely an instrument of enforcing
times longer on the half of the surface closer to the chicks” (p.224) by comparison to \ O 0 \ (\‘\’ \\ \ (\\ dogma — naturalistic, not religious, but dogma nonetheless. Sturrock reasons further: “Hence, a major

efforts to integrate science and faith; and as a provocative, and sometimes fun, invitation to think
outside the box : is the strange finding something just plain zany, or a genuine mystery?

Figures 1a, 1b, and 1c show the growth of
~50% of the time in the control condition (random motion in confined area with no

chicks present).
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challenge in the study of anomalous phenomena is to identify the basic assumptions of our current ARl nipositive intention,
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respectively, after 30 days of incubation at

accompany the “ordinary”, explicit theses of scientific reasoning, which act as dogmatic axioms for a 27.5 °C. Interpretation: is that the positive

scientistic worldview: intention rice. (Lai, Yuen, & Burchett, 2018)

1. Any topic which is incompatible with physical theory, as it is now known, is impossible.
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